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“WET NURSE. Respectable, single, age 23. Baby three weeks old. Well
recommended.”
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We are speaking of the young house-maid or pretty parlour-maid in the same
street in which the sickly lady has given birth to a sickly child, to whom
healthy milk is life, and anything else death. With shame and horror the girl
bears a child to the butler, or the policeman, or her master’s son. Of course
she is discharged; of course her seducer is somewhere else; of course, when
her savings are spent, she will have to take, with shame and loathing, to a life
of prostitution. (“Unmarried Wet-Nurses” 175)
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What becomes of the “poor girl’s” child, which is put aside to make way for
the interloper?—we are told not of its fate. Now its death is sometimes sud-
den, sometimes slow, but in any case it almost always falls a sacrifice to that
tyrant customyet-nursing (201)J
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[1]f they were . . . paragons of virtue and maternal rectitude, they are not to
be got; and it speaks right well for English working mothers that they are not.
Every accoucheur will bear me out in this, that no wages can procure mar-
ried women of any pretence to respectability to raise one-half the children
whose mothers cannot and will not. (“*Unmarried Wet-Nurses” 175)
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A married woman who voluntarily leaves her own child for money may not
be much better than the girl accidentally seduced, who nurses another’s child
for bread. (“Unmarried Wet-Nurses” 175)
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“[F]ine folks like you pays the money, and Mrs. Spires and her like gets rid
of the poor little things. Change the milk a few times, a little neglect, and the
poor servant-girl is spared the trouble of bringing up her baby and can make
a handsome child of the rich woman'’s little starveling.” (151)
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fore, this rhetoric of “femininity” must also be associated with Gaskell’s strat-
egies to survive as a woman writer.

The Rise and Fall of Literature in Victorian Manchester
Ayaka KOMIYA

During the Victorian period, Manchester, Cottonopolis, became England’s
and therefore the world’s largest industrial city. No doubt it was the bustling
centre of business, but where did it stand in the world of literature? Manchester’s
contribution to Victorian literature remains underrated. In fact, it was, at least
for a time, the city that led Victorian literature. It was there that social novels
were born; It was there that the era of ‘new journalism’ started. This paper
presents a picture of how the Mancunian spirit helped literature to flourish, and
then how its abatement resulted in the eventual decline of the city’s production
of literature.

Respectable and Single:
The Wet Nurse Discourse in Victorian England

Motoko NAKADA

This essay examines how the wet-nursing practice evoked controversy in
Victorian England at a time when the ideology of breast-feeding was prevalent
among the middle-class. Though in slow decline, various discourses show that
wet-nursing was still rather common in England. Some regarded a wet nurse as
a troublesome servant, while others feared her as a source of moral and physi-
cal pollution. And the subject of wet nurses, especially those who were unmar-
ried, excited controversy in medical journals where they were often criticized
as immoral. In spite of this, classified ads show that wet nurses were sought
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after by some families, and further, that applicants sometimes stated their single
status—information which would otherwise have been disadvantageous in the
moral climate of the time. For some, single wet nurses were preferable to their
married counterparts because they did not disrupt the patriarchal order, which
demanded that wives stay at home to do only housework. In their position out-
side the patriarchal order of society because they were not wives, unmarried
wet nurses could be used as commodities free from the risk of provoking patri-
archy. Thus, while wet nurses could form the subject matter of discussion, they
had no recourse to state their own thoughts and feelings. This would all change,
however, at the end of the 19th century, when an unmarried wet nurse finally
got up to declare that she, though regarded as outside the patriarchal order and
not as a mother at all by middle-class values, is certainly a mother for her own
child. In George Moore’Esther Waterein unmarried wet nurse shows that she

is more motherly than the middle-class mother by whom she is employed. Esther
criticizes her employer for not feeding her baby herself. With this novel a wet
nurse could finally refute all the middle-class prejudices against wet nurses and
show the respectability of the single mother.

George Eliot—nher literary apprenticeship
Shigeko TOMITA

In The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literatuthe total number of
female writers in 19th Century England is estimated at around 4,000. However,
of this total, only a select few, namely Austen, Charlotte Bronté, Gaskell and
George Eliot are still remembered today. While most disappeared from view
due to their works’ poor quality, Nigel Cross suggests that the narrow literary
horizons of women at the time, caused by lack of education, opportunity and
property, was also a major factor making it difficult to achieve artistic dis-
tinction. As compared with them, Eliot found her path to the literary world
facilitated via fortunate opportunities.

The aim of this paper is to examine the formative period prior to her writing





