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Summary

Intellectuals of the English Enlightenment and the Victorian Age:
Joseph Priestley and Thomas H. Huxley

Akihito Matsumoto

This paper elucidates “Joseph Priestley;” an essay by T. H. Huxley, one of the
most eminent scientists in the Victorian age. Priestley was a typical thinker
of the late 18th-century English Enlightenment, which was distinct from the
French one. In other words, Priestley did not attempt to separate science from
religion; instead, he wished to harmonize the two.

Huxley believed the state-church system to be a factor that limited scientific
research, and he therefore asked to be liberated from its authority. Priestley
had also demanded the same in 18th-century England. As a Unitarian and a
rational dissenter, Priestley wanted to interpret the Bible rationally. To do so,
he did not want to be restricted by an authority that did not permit individuals
to interpret the Bible.

Huxley identified his own assertion with Priestley’s thought, although he
did not completely accept Priestley’s theological perspectives. However, he
recognized Priestley’s liberal attitudes toward politics and endeavored to adopt

them in the Victorian age.
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