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Summary

Minakata Kumagusu in London:
The beginning of his academic career (1892-1900)

Yoshiya Tamura

Minakata Kumagusu (1867-1941), a Japanese natural historian and folklorist,
is historically prominent as a frequent contributor to British academic
periodicals Nature and Notes and Queries. Staying eight years in London as a
young foreign student, Minakata was among the earliest Japanese authors who
published in English, and kept contributing nearly 400 articles from 1893 to
1933, though many of them were brief research notes of fragmental nature.
By constantly submitting such short letters for forty years from his twenties
to sixties, he continued providing the readers of these English magazines with
factual information in a wide range of academic interests from comparative
folklore to botany. The basic character of his writings could be taken as being
made up through his experiences as an independent researcher and unofficial
informant of East Asian cultures for the staff members of Oriental researches
in the British Museum, and he continued informing the researchers in Britain
after leaving London, both through individual communication and through
publication as such. His contributions have been regarded as having a certain
amount of academic value, both contemporarily and historically. His academic
experiences in London seem to have determined his manner of conducting
researches, in which Minakata continued publishing both in English and

Japanese through his life.
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