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Summary

East End and East Side:
The World of Jewish Immigrants

Kunishige Hori

More than two million Jews left the Russian Empire between the late 1870s
and the early 1920s. Approximately 1.5 million went to the United States and
120,000 settled in the United Kingdom. Most of the former’s new homes were
East Side in New York (formally, Lower East Side); most of the latter, East End
in London. Incidentally the sounds of the two names being very similar, both
of which soon became known as “Ghetto.” The Jewish immigrants who had
escaped from poverty and persecution were not necessarily welcomed in either
city. Each of the ghettos seemed to the outsiders as “another world,” because
of its abject poverty, filthiness and nasty smell as well as their strange language
(Yiddish) and lifestyles (Orthodox). In order to overcome the obstacles and
discrimination stemming from the peculiarities, the settlers in ghettos had to
study hard, work hard and endure. Above all else, they had just to survive.

This paper deals with the Jewish situation in the Victorian era from various
points of view: a history of immigration, poverty and wealth within the Jewry,
occupations, and education. I will treat the problems concerning Zionism
and nationalism in the final section. Zionism and nationalism are apparently
similar but fundamentally contradictory to each other, because the former is an
ideology for the people without their own land, while the latter is an ideology
for the people who live in their own land. Therefore, when Zionism is realized
in Palestine, it inevitably leads to a conflict, as we see today, between the
settlers and the natives. In this respect the notion of ‘nation-state’ should be

reconsidered and we need to examine its validity for the age of coexistence.
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