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Summary

‘The Lost World” at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham

Yuichi Mizo1

This article seeks to describe the characteristics of the ‘geological section’
laid in the Crystal Palace Park at Sydenham (opened in 1854). It references
contemporary documents and studies by A. J. Desmond (1979), P. Doyle
(2008), Doyle and E. Robinson (1993), A. Dworsky (2011), A. Laurence
(2019), N. R. Marshall (2007), S. McCarthy and M. Gilbert (1994), M. J. S.
Rudwick (1992), J. A. Secord (2004), and H. S. Torrens (2012).

Several researchers have investigated the figures of ‘antediluvian monsters’,
or extinct animals, including dinosaurs, that are located in the geological
section. It is frequently suggested that Richard Owen, an antievolutionist
who coined the term ‘Dinosauria’, influenced Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins’
design of the figures. Hawkins made the form of the lguanodon, Megalosaurus
and Hylaeosaurus to resemble mammals because he was convinced by Owen’s
argument that dinosaurs were created by God as the ‘highest organized
species’ before the creation of man. Owen, in turn, brought his idea to
the public by showing Hawkins’ figures (although Hawkins did not always
follow Owen’s advice).

Hawkins’ dinosaurs have been the main subject of the geological islands;
however, as a historian of zoos and aquariums, I would also like to focus on
the exhibition design of the geological section. The features of the geological
department at the Crystal Palace should be understood by regarding it as a
complex of animal figures, plants, islands, and representations of geological

strata. The exhibition principle of the palace was to reconstruct the realistic
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scenery from various ages by combining artistic and natural elements. Thus,
the proprietors intended to give visitors the illusion of traveling through
another world by placing them in an extraordinary enclosed space.

This article also discusses what the figures of prehistoric animals
symbolised to the people of the Victorian era. As A. Dworsky (2011)
suggests, dinosaurs, which were discovered by English geologists and were
regarded as the ‘crown of the reptilian creatures’, represented the glory and
dominance of the British Empire. Furthermore, the ancient animals at the
Crystal Palace were described as unstoppable, devastating, and devouring
monsters in comparison with the (war-)machine or the Russian emperor
because the period when the dinosaur figures were built overlaps with the
beginning of the Crimean War (1853~56).




