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As Margaret Parnaby explains, ‘ By the 1820s leading metropolitan

Unitarians were becoming the natural companions of wtilitarians. What

drew them together was the vision of a sober, serious-minded and self-

improving society.” The relationship between these two movements was

typified by such projects as the establishment of the Westminster Review

and the foundation of London University. Both of these ventures were

born from the marriage of Unitarian and utilitarian personnel and ideas.
(Gleadle 14-15; emphasis added)
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It was in August of that year that the Editor of the Westminster Review
(then the property of Mr. J. S. Mill) called on me, and asked me to
write as a review of Miss Sedgwick’s works. I did so for the October
number, and I believe I supplied about half-a-dozen articles in the
course of the next two years,—the best known of which is ‘The Martyr
Age of the United States,”—a sketch of the history of Abolitionism in
the United States, up to that time. (2:107)
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Martineau’s [llustrations of Political Economy series would have aroused
Fraser’s ire whether its author had been male or female. As Miriam
Thrall documents in her study of the magazine, Fraser's included
¢ numerous articles and burlesques voicing its protest against the
materialism of the political economists’. This protest occupies the
longest paragraph of Maginn’s verbal sketch, with its attack on
Martineau as the ‘idol of the Westminster Review’ (the periodical of the
Utilitarians) and its expression of disgust that Malthusian doctrines
should be disseminated into all hands, to lie on the breakfast tables of
the young and the fair, and to afford them matter of meditation. (21-24)
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Against such a background of positive if non-theological faith must be
seen her enthusiasm for Comte’s Positive Philosophy. Neither she nor

Atkinson knew Comte’s work directly at the time of their book, and
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they came to what knowledge they had through the chapter on him in
Lewes’s Biographical History of Philosophy and the epitome by Comte’s
disciple Littré. She had no sooner begun to read the work itself in the
spring of 1851 than she hit upon the idea of translating it, a scheme
which after some consultations became a plan for a free translation and
condensation, reducing the six volumes of the original to two, to be

published by John Chapman. (Webb 303)
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My Good friend and publisher, Mr. Chapman, had just failed, —in
consequence of misfortunes which came thick upon him, from time of
Mr. Lombe’s death, which was a serious blow to the ¢ Westminster
Review.” Mr. Chapman, never in all our intercourse, asked me to lend
him money; yet the * Westminster Review’ was by this time mortgaged
to me. . . . The truth of the case that I had long felt, as many others had

professed to do, that the cause of free-thought and free-speech was under

great obligations to Mr. Chapman. . . . (Autobiography 2:425; emphasis
added)
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Our readers are by this time making comparisons, no doubt, between
the incidents and feelings belonging to the first American revolution
and those which have for some time past, and with perpetually
increasing force and clearness, indicated a second. We believe we have
the means of showing that a second great revolution is not only
approaching, but actually far advanced, and that some of the wisest and
best of American citizens have so far profited by the lessons of their
fathers as to be fully aware of their real position, though a vast majority
still insist, as the new President did in his inauguration address, that “all

is calm” because his party has carried the election. (WR 68:140)
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For thirty-seven years the great constitutional question has come up
again on all marked occasions, and under many phases, till the present
year, when all the conditions of revolution are fulfilled, and there
appears to be no escape from the alternative of an overthrow of the
original constitution of the Republic, or its preservation by means of a
separation of the States. (WR 68:149)
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Again, Massachusetts was, we believe, the first State which organized
Disunion Associations,—socleties formed to spread such information,
and afford such centres of opinion and action as would prepare and
bring about a dissolution of the Union; and the recent action of the
Supreme Court has remarkably increased the number of these societies
in the North. (WR 68:163-64)
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No “sheets ” [“‘Manifest Destiny’ of the American Union ”] have
arrived. As soon as they come, I will see what I can do, without delay.
Your view is to me another melancholy proof of the real effect of W.
Chambers’s procedure. I have no hope of enabling you to see how the
case really stands in the course of a letter; & I see that your feelings will
not allow you to say anything about W. C. other than praise: but I will
just try to indicate the true aspect of the matter. (Collected Letters 4:33)
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The reader of Mr. Olmsted’s charming narrative of his experience among
the German settlers, will need no arguments to convince him that any
conflict between free and slave labour on that fair field must issue in the
defeat of the latter. . . . Here, then, 1s a fourth element of Southern
population, small at present, but steadily increasing, and admirably
placed for driving back slavery from the south-western frontier. (WR
68:145)
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It is not possible for us to give a continuous narrative of the events, the
successive steps, by which the results of the Acts of 1850 have deepened
into the present revolutionary crisis. We have exhibited one instance of
the working of the laws which repealed the Missouri Compromise;
repealed it, not for the sake of restoring the old faith in the powers of
Congress, and the old restrictions on slavery, but in order to subject the
whole Union to the control of the Southern section, and to throw down

the remaining barriers by which free labour was protected. (WR 68:153)
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. the North has much to do to give the world assurance that the
impending revolution will be worthy of a comparison with the former.
The Free States must now either yield or resist. It will not suffice for the
Supreme Court to rescind its judgment, while its present constitution is
such, that a repetition of outrage may happen any day. An attack has
been made on the sovereignty of the States which must be decisively and
finally repelled, or, on the other hand, submitted to: and either
alternative is revolution. (WR 68:168)
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One additional ground for desiring it [transferring the mortgage] is that
such an arrangement as now exists may be very embarrassing to yourself,
if, as some people have an impression, your views shd tend more &
more away from free thought, & in the direction of orthodoxy,—
religious & other. It is altogether as the organ of free-thought that I have
done what I could in support of the Westminster, & I shd be heartily
sorry to have either to hamper your mental processes, or to find myself

connected with an organ of opinions wh [ich] are essentially different



Harriet Martineau & The Westminster Review 85

from my own. (Collected Letters 4:40)
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I have spoken out about Liberia in the Westminster Review, (a year ago:)
but since that, I have got hold of more evidence; & it will be necessary,
I think, to give once more a sketch of the origin & history of that
settlement, in connection with the Regina Coeli affair.—In consequence
of Sumner’s entreaty that I would bring forward as conspicuously as
possible the real results of emancipation in the W. L. colonies, I have
just obtained the evidence,—1 believe all there is in print:& I expect

more by letters or interview, very soon. (Collected Letters 4:101)
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Dr C has not the knowledge necessary for the office of editor; & worse,
he has not the principle. He is not a liberal, any more than he is
anything else. The Review see-saws between antagonist opinions, to
catch a bit of favour here & there; &, as a consequence, it has lost the
main substance of public support. Orthodox & tory people, as well as
liberals, used to read it as the exponent of certain avowed opinions.
They knew they should find what they wanted. From the time when it
began to see-saw, that material proportion of its readers gave it up,

saying that they no longer knew where to have it. (Collected Letters 4:330)
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As for the “Disguised French slave-trade,” “I’'m your man” I should not

have proposed it, simply because it is not fresh. (I have been writing

about it this twelve month.) But, not only are you the best judge of
that; but I am aware there is a great difference between being always at
it, in “leaders” & short articles, & giving a clear, connected, reasoned-
out view of the subject. . . . I have just got scent of a new trick, which I

perceive is not suspected yet: —that the Liberia shipments are, in fact, a

slave-trade between the American planters & the French. (Collected Letters
4:101)
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Summary

Harriet Martineau and The Westminster Review:
Her Choice and Criteria of the Platform for Abolition of
Slavery

Mieko Matsumoto

Harriet Martineau successfully started her career as a socio-political
journalist, after publishing The lllustrations of the Political Economy in 1832-34.
As The Westminster Review founded by Jeremy Bentham was a highly
prestigious and liberal magazine, she felt honoured to accept offers to write
articles from the magazine. However, her relationship with the periodical
varied in an interesting process that clarifies what she required from the
periodicals and why she could maintain a lifelong career. Therefore, her
relationship with The Westminster Review will be analysed in detail, focusing
on her abolitionism, as follows.

First, Martineau, as a Unitarian, was eager to improve Victorian society
because the Unitarians were discriminated against as dissenters, both socio-
politically and religiously. Many reform-minded Unitarians had a strong
affinity towards Bentham’s moral philosophy of Utilitarianism, stating “the
great happiness of the great number”. Thus, Martineau was on good terms
with The Westminster Review. In the 1850s, especially when John Chapman
was its editor, Martineau helped him financially and dared to obtain the
magazine’s mortgage, because she appreciated and held in high regard his
commitment towards free-thought and free-speech. In 1853, she published
the translation of the Philosophy of Auguste Comte by Chapman and was
admirably reviewed in The Westminster Review.

Secondly, Chapman decided to change the editorial policy to orthodoxy
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and conservatism because the magazine fell into financial debts and in
urgent need of increased readership. Consequently, Martineau’s articles were
not suitable for The Westminster Review anymore. The turning point of their

e

relationship was her article, ““Manifest Destiny’ of the American Union”
(1857), which was too radical in his view. In 1858, the anti-slavery
movement entered a new phase globally because France reopened the slave
trade. As a liberal journalist, Martineau stood by the firm principle of
abolitionism, and, therefore, transferred from The Westminster Review to The
Edinburgh Review, which she had regarded lightly so far.

In conclusion, her relationship with The Westminster Review illustrates how
Martineau needed the liberal platform to propagate her frequently radical
opinions. Without the platform, her views to improve society politically
could neither reach the Victorian readers nor she could achieve the aim of
reforming society itself. Therefore, throughout her life, she kept writing in
the liberal periodicals to disseminate her free-thought and free-speech and

maintained her career as a socio-political journalist.



