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Summary

Abolition of Slave Trade and Family Separation:
The Analysis of the Records of the Liberated Africans in Sierra

Leone

Yoko Namikawa

Modern slavery is an inseparable institution from the separation of
parents and children. British abolitionists severely criticized it during the
anti-slavery movement in Britain. After its own abolition in 1807, Britain
started campaign against international anti-slave trade. Many Africans were
rescued by the Naval squadron from slave trading ships captured in the
Atlantic as a part of the international anti-slave trade campaign led by
Britain.

In recent years, online databases which show us the realities of the slave
trade and slaves’ lives in plantations have been developed. It has become
clear that the Atlantic slave trade included a significant number of children.
In this paper, relying on these online sources, I will consider the actual
conditions of parent-child separation experienced by ‘Liberated Africans’
who were freed from slave trading ships and were taken to Sierra Leone.
Sierra Leone, located in West Africa, was conceived by the Abolitionists
who led the anti-slavery movement in Britain under the slogan of building
a "Province of Freedom’, and colonial construction began in 1787. In 1808,
it became a Crown colony and by the 1860s it was a center for receiving
Liberated Africans. Sierra Leone was the place to try various means of
‘civilizing mission’ for Africans, and elementary education was considered
quite important among them. Many elementary schools were established

and Liberated Africans, not only children but adults, enrolled there in
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preparation for the resettlement in Sierra Leone.

Although Liberated Africans, the target of the ‘civilizing mission’, were
expected to accept the western family ideal, they were forced to be
separated from their own family. Some Liberated Africans were then sent
even further to the British West Indian colonies as apprentices, soldiers, etc.
regardless of their own will. Here, the reality of the Liberated Africans in
Sierra Leone is examined, with the separation of parents and children as a

key concept.





