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Summary

The Victorian Era and the Punch and Judy Show

Yoriko Iwata

The history of the Punch and Judy show extends almost 400 years, which
means the Victorian era occupies only a part of the whole, although it is
the period during which the puppet play enjoyed its greatest popularity in
British culture.

Two points are to be discussed in this article: (I.) the characteristics of
Victorian Punch and Judy; (II.) Punch in “screen practices” both in magic
lanterns and early films.

(L) The characteristics peculiar to the Punch and Judy show in the
Victorian period: 1. pale and bare wooden puppets; 2. street corner venues;
3. large, loose, baggy shows.

(II.) The Punch and Judy show in the Victorian screen practices both in
magic lanterns and early films: 1. magic lanterns () frequently projected
popular ‘Punch’; @ ‘Punch’ in various types of slides; i. panorama slides, ii.
mechanical slides; iii. standard slides; 2. from magic lanterns to films; (D life
model slides, (2) dissolve slides; 3. ‘Punch’ in early films () a British fiction
film; (2 several short films by Georges Méliés featured the French
counterpart of ‘Punch’ i. ‘L’Anarchie Chez Guignol’, ii. ‘Le livre magique’,
‘Réve de Noél’, iii. ‘La lanterne magique’. As Méliés stayed in Victorian
London in his youth for about one year, and spent a lot of time in music
halls, for example, Egyptian Hall, it is to be concluded that Victorian
culture had influenced him to a remarkable extent.

Insights into why this cultural hero ‘Punch’ has survived for so long

Studies in Victorian Culture, No. 22 (2024)
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provide positive receptions of the Punch and Judy show.





