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(.Hﬁ 1) Tom Merry, Parnell’s Puppets” in St. Stephen’s Review (1884/11/1)
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CHMAUAETE L TWEEWV) ZENHEARNL A D FORTICE
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PUNCH, OR THE LONDON CHARIVARI—Octoser 10, 1857.

i jmw
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“0 GOD OF BATTLES! STEEL MY SOLDIERS’ HEARTS!”

Henry V., dct IV.

(EdHi2) “O God of Battles! Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts!” in Punch 33 (1857/10/10)
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PUNCH, OR THE LONDON CHARIVARL—SeptexnEr 12, 1857.

JUSTICE.

(I} 3) John Tenniel, “Justice” in Punch 33 (1857/9/12)
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NARA sAis,

(kR 4) “Nana Sahib” in The Hlustrated London
News (1857/9/26)

(B W 5) ” Nena Sahib ™ in the Hlustrated Times
(1857/9/26)
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Summary

Who Was the Puppet Master?: The Indian Rebellion in Punch

and Other Victorian Periodicals

Takumi Kato

This essay aims to explore how Punch and other Victorian periodicals
reacted to the Indian Rebellion in 1857. British people experienced the
Rebellion itself as their greatest and most fearful disaster. Especially, the
massacre at Cawnpore made an incredible impact on them so that it
unleashed a national cry for unmitigated vengeance on Indian rebels such as
Nana Sahib. The cartoon called “Justice” (1857) in Punch reflects the
national frenzy at that time.

As Charles Stewart Parnell was to be repeatedly represented as a puppet
master in St. Stephen’s Review in the 1880s, Nana Sahib was characterised as a
villain behind the Rebellion in many periodicals. Since Indian Sepoys had
been highly regarded as faithful, British people thought that he must have
deceived and handled them masterfully. In spite of the retributive impulses
of British people, Nana Sahib disappeared after the East India Company’s
recapture of Cawnpore. As a result, some writers and artists tried to punish
him in their works. As if they had avenged the murder of the victimised
women and children, Charles Dickens and Wilkie Collins provided an
impressive description of a native traitor named Sir Christian George King
in “The Perils of Certain English Prisoners” (1857). Dion Boucicault
introduced Nana Sahib as a lustful villain in conventions of melodrama in
Jessie Brown; or, The Relief of Lucknow (1858), where the main character Jessie
Brown stabs him.

While the imagery of a puppet and a puppet master was used in political

Studies in Victorian Culture, No. 22 (2024)
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cartoons, it can also make us feel keenly how fragile we are even when we
stand at the summit of power. In Anthony Trollope’s Framley Parsonage
(1861), Mr Supplehouse wonders whether he is a puppet, even when he feels
that he is the mastermind at Gatherum Castle. In fact, he is manipulated by
the Jupiter (Trollope’s satire of The Times) as well as The Duke of Omnium.
We can be overwhelmed by a feeling of dread that we are the puppets

manipulated by someone else.








