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When the Newcome children, including the two main characters, Clive and
Ethel, travel on the Rhine, they are guided by Mr. Kuhn, an efficient German
family servant. They enjoy very pleasant journey in Mr. Kuhn's care. From this
episode we learn that allowing children’s spontaneity leads to their happiness. This
is the exact antithesis of the unhappy marriages between Clive and Rose, and
Barnes and Clara, which their parents arranged, regardless of their wishes.

In the early 1850s when the novel was being published in installments, German
refugees, Mr. and Mrs. Ronge, introduced the concept of the Kindergarten, which
promotes the valuing and cultivating of the spontaneity of children, to a receptive
middle class in Britain. This is also important to our understanding of the German
scene above.

The story ends with the narrator’ s “[y]ou may settle your fable-land in your own
fashion. Any thing you like happens in fable-land.” It is inferred from these words
that “fable-land” suggests the condition of the tour party in the German scene
where children are permitted to behave as they like, which offers an invaluable
lesson which corresponds with the principle of Kindergarten in allowing children’s
spontaneity.

Urging the Military Bands Reformation and
the Brass Band Movement

Maki UEMIYA

The brass band movement became a striking phenomenon in Victorian Britain
accompanied with the expansion of contests, originated and promoted with the first
Belle Vue Contest, Manchester, in 1853. It is, therefore, naturally considered that
the adjudicators (military bandmasters) had been one of the crucia factors for the
historical analysis of the movement, despite the fact that the proceeding studies on
the brass band movement had completely failed to contemplate them. For
understanding the significance of the movement, more attention must be paid to
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them.

Unveiling the surroundings of adjudicators in those days, hence the state of
military bandsmen, leads the exposure that the reformation of their disgraceful
music had been contemporarily urged to themselves as the result of Crimean War
(1854-56). The explications of the root causes offered, the followings are discussed:
how their innovation was affected and related with the drastic expansion of the
brass band movement; and what social impact there was felt in that respect.

Considering the two contemporary musical movements in parallel, it can be
concluded that the nature of “popularity of Crimean War” inspired enthusiasm for
brass band movement along with revealing the shifting view of music. This brings
further a new light to the fact that the relationship between war and music was
rearranged in the mid-Victorian period.

Jane Eyre and the Female Mission
Manami Tamura

Jane Eyre was written in the period when popular conduct books for middlie-
class women discussed the so-called ‘female mission’. Thisis also the period when
the foreign mission began to be taken seriously during the evangelical movement in
the Church of England. In this context, Jane's life can be seen as a journey in
search of her own mission. First, a Thornfield, her wish to serve her master takes
on unfortunate turn and she barely escapes. Then, at Marsh End, she is offered
another choice of mission by her cleric cousin St. John Rivers. It isthe mission of
spreading the Gospel in India. The fact that Jane does not accept it does not mean
that she disapproves of the foreign mission itself. The problem for her is that she
has to get married to St. John in order to be sent on the mission. St. John does not
love her, nor does she love him. Furthermore, Jane thinks that his notion of
mission lacks love as its basis, while, in her view, the most important basis of any
mission should be love. In the end, she finds her mission in the married life with



