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Greetings from Overseas Victorian Societies

Joanne Shattock, University of Leicester
Director, Victorian Studies Centre

As the Founding and now President of the British
Association for Victorian Studies (BAVS) I am pleased to
extend a warm welcome to our colleagues in the
Victorian Studies Society of Japan. We invite you to join
us at our 7th annual conference at the University of
Liverpool from 7 - 9 September 2006. This year’s theme
is ‘Victorian Cultures in Conflict. The current
intellectual vitality of Victorian Studies owes much to
the fact that literary scholars and critics engage
effectively with colleagues in history, history of art,
science, and the social sciences. It is this multiplicity of
perspectives on the Victorian period that creates the
vigorous exchanges which are a feature of our
conferences. More information about BAVS can be found
on our website <www.bavsuk.org>.

I am pleased, too, to send greetings from the
Victorian Studies Centre at the University of Leicester,
where many students from Japan have studied on our
interdisciplinary M. A. in Victorian Studies. The work of
the Centre continues to be multidisciplinary in both
teaching and research.

My own research includes the general editorship
of the first complete edition of The Works of Elizabeth
Gaskell, the first five volumes of which were published
by Pickering and Chatto in 2005, with the second five to
follow in 2006. I am currently working on the
Cambridge Companion to English Literature 1830-1914
to be published by Cambridge University Press. The
chronological boundaries of this new Cambridge
Companion and its chapters reflect current issues in
Victorian Studies research. The time span 1830-1914
allows a consideration of the 1830s, a formative and ‘pre-
Victorian’ decade, and also affords a longer view of the
nineteenth century, whose cultural borders do not end
conveniently at 1900 or 1901.

Several chapters focus on the intersection of
Victorian literature with other discourses, scientific,
medical, theological, and historical, and their impact on
individual writers. The Companion also reflects new
areas of concern: the impact of Empire and anxieties
about cultural hegemony; and the creative tensions
between Irish and Scottish writing and the dominant
London-based literary culture. It also explores the roles
of author and reader, the significance of life-writing, and
cultural exchanges with North America, and Europe.

Dino Franco Felluga, Purdue University
Chair, North American Victorian Studies Association

I write to the members of the Victorian Studies
Society of Japan with an invitation to join the North
American Victorian Studies Association (NAVSA) at our
annual conferences. The next conference will occur at
Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana on Aug.
31 to Sept. 3, 2006. We enthusiastically invite our fellow
Victorianists in all fields to join us. For more information,
please visit our website <www.purdue.edu/NAVSA>,

I have been asked by Mitsuharu Matsuoka to
speak about the future of Victorian studies and how
NAVSA impacts that future. The recent NAVSA
conference issues of Victorian Studies could, in fact, be
said to provide a snapshot of the current state of
Victorian studies in the United States. Previously
dominated by theory and cultural studies, the study of
the Victorian period continues to owe a debt to these
approaches; however, a few trends may be discerned. I
would say that cultural studies approaches have been
succeeded by a fascination with specific ways of knowing
and specific objects that implement that knowledge. The
topic of this year’s NAVSA conference, “scientia and
techne” speaks not only to the burgeoning number of
recent studies on science and technology but also to the
etymological senses of the terms, ie., knowledge and
craft. In particular, the conference will explore the new
tendency to think about ways of thinking in the
Victorian period or to consider specific objects that
implement that knowledge in precise, material ways.

My own work certainly follows this trend. I should
begin perhaps by stating that I am Chair of NAVSA’s
Executive Council and Associate Professor of English at
Purdue University, West Lafayette. My first book, 7he
Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular
Male Poet of Genius (SUNY), was published in 2005.
The book explores the reason why such contending
claims were made for poetry in the nineteenth century:
that it is a panacea for the ills of the age and that it is a
pandemic at the heart of the social order. The former
position was originally associated particularly with
Scott’s poetry; the latter with Byron’s, while Tennyson
assumed a position between the two. In exploring the
logic behind these attributions, 7he Perversity of Poetry
brings to light a host of previously unexplored medical
and historical material while arguing that the medical
rhetoric associated with all three authors served to
shape politics.
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