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Spectators See More of the Game

J. Hillis Miller, Distinguished Research Professor, University of Cdlifornialrvine

| greet cordidly my colleagues in the Victorian
Sudies Society of Jgpan. | send you dl my friendly good
wishes. Though | have made only one vistt to lecture in
Jgpan, | remember with warmth thet vist and the many
courtesies| recaived. Thefirgt book | reviewed for Modern
Language Notes, when | firg arived as an Assdant
Professor & The Johns Hopkins University in 1953, wes
Tadao Yamamoto's The Growth and System of the Lan-
guage of Dickens. In those faroff days MLN ill induded
English literature. | know that Japanese scholars are con-
tributing much to Victorian Studies.

Thinking about thet, | redlize thet you arelike me and
like other United States Victorian scholarsin one important
way. We are dl to one degree or another outsders to
British culture. Having an ogtensibly common language
with the British, as we Americans do, may make it harder
to see linguigic and culturd differences than it is for a
scholar whose mother tongue is Japanese. Both Jepanese
and North Americans may, however, have a better chance
to see what is didtinctive about Victorian culture than do
those brought up in Great Britain. This would be in ful-
fillment of the adage that spectators see more of the game.
Both Jgpanese and American scholars may be able to see
what is srange, or & any rate digtinctive, about the British
dass system, about gender didtinctions, about courtship
and mariage, about nuances of sodd intercourse, for
example when it is gopropriate, or ingopropriate, to kiss
another person, in public or in private, or when it is
gopropriate to weep. We outsders may dso be ale to
notice more acutdly literary conventions, such as the uses
of the so-cdled “omniscient” or telepathic narrator and of
freeindirect discoursein Victorian novels

An example of these subtleties one that | find
paticularly moving, occurs in Anthony Trollope's great
novel, The Lagt Chronide of Barsst (1867). This is the
episode in chepter fifty-seven, wel dong in the nove, of
Archdeacon Grantly's face to face medting with Grace
Crawley. The episode registers the tranformation, spreed
out over awhole chapter, of the archdeacon’s hatred of

Grace Crawley, whose father, a poor clergyman, has been
fdsdly accused of gteding a check for twenty pounds. The
Archdescon hates Grace because she has, as he thinks
entrapped his son into behaving foolishly by loving her
and proposng marriage to her. This hatred changes into
admiration and fatherly love for her, when, in the course of
afew minutes, he recognizes her beauty and goodness.
Two tears ultimatdy form in the archdeacon’s eyes
and “gradudly [trickle] down his old noss” as he con-
fronts Grace and sees her nobility. He ends by kissng her
and promising that when the doud passes away from her
father she “shdl come to us and be our daughter.” Why is
it gppropriate behavior in these circumgtances for him to
weep and to kiss Graoe? Why would both be wrong in
different circumstances? Am | right to be so moved by this
scene, or isthat emotion asign of my residud sexism? The
seguence culminatesin aregidration by the narraive voice
of the archdeacon’s awareness of his complete change of
feding toward Grace: “As he walked across to the Court,
whither hewas obliged to go, because of his chaise, hewas
lost in surprise a what had occurred. He had gone to the
parsonage hating the girl, and despising his son. Now, as
he retraced his steps, his fedings were dtogether changed.
He admired the girl—and as for his son, even his anger
wasfor the moment atogether gone. He would writeto his
son a once and implore him to stop the sde [of dl his
household goods, asdethat Henry Grantly hasingtigated
Continued on page 12



Gregingsfrom an Ovearssss Vidorian Schdar

Chrigtine L. Krueger, Marquette University
Presdent, Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies

For twenty five years, Interdisciplinary Nineteenth
Century Sudies (INCS) has offered a unique forum for
exchanging ideas. We were among the very firg interdisci-
plinary organizations, attracting scholars from literature,
higtory, art higtory, philosophy, stience—even accounting.
INCS members study subject matter from around the
world, and from the long ningteenth century. We post
papersin advance of our conferences, so that mesting time
is given over primaily to discusson. In a sngle INCS
conference session, one might find an historian of German
Z0os, an at higorian of Chinese porcdan decordtion, a
critic of Victorian children’s literature, an evolutionary
biologist, and a philosopher of rights discussng the treat-
ment of animals across the world from the late eighteenth-
through the early twentieth-centuries. Our April 2008 con-
ference, which is being hoged & my home inditution,
Marquette Universty, is on the theme “The Emergence of
Human Rights” Past conference themes have included
science and technology, serious plessures, degth and dying,
ningteenth-century religion, and ideas of vulgarity. We
meet annudly in the U.S, and occasondly in other
countries. Thus far, we have met in Paris and London, and
will be medting in Venice in September of 2008. We
would be eager to work with colleagues in Jgpan on the
possibility of bringing INCSthere.

INCSisdfiliated with thejourna Nineteenth Century
Contexts, published by Routledge. Sdected conference
papers are published in this journd. INCS dso offers an
annud prize for the best interdisciplinary essay published
in the previous year. Further information on INCS,
induding membership, conferences, and our essay prize,
can befound at <http:/Ammw.nd.edw/~incshp/>.

| have been a member of INCS dmog from its
founding, and am in the firgt year of my two-yeer term as
Presdent. | am an associae professor of English and
Director of the University Core of Common Sudies &
Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconain, USA. My
own scholarship has been deeply influenced by the
practice of INCS, which sresses meaningful connections
over disciplinary and period boundaries. | have written on
women preechers and fiction writers from the 18th-19th
centuries, gender in literature and law from the early
modern period through the 19th century, and contem-
porary adgptations of Victorian culture. | am currently
working on a biography of the Victorian historian of Early
Modern European history, Mary Anne Everett Green.
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because he thinks his father will disnherit him if he
marries Grace]. Hewould tell his son dl that had occurred,
or rather would make Mrs. Grantly do s0.” You will see
even from this short citation why it is imposshle to
separate out the narator’'s knowledge of the characters
from their knowledge of themsdves and from their know-

12

ledge of one another. Each such passage presants dl three
a once, dnce they dl exig a once The narative voice
findsthe characters transparent to it because each character
is trangparent to himsdf or hersdf. Moreover, wha the
character thinks and feds is aways oriented toward other
people. It isaform of exposureto other people.

You will aso see that the mode of discourse of such
passages is not wholly, or not dways, drictly spesking,
indirect discourse. It is a much more supple and variable
use of language to represent interior thoughts and fedings.
When the narrative voice says Archdeacon Grantly “was
lost in surpriss & what had occurred,” this is not a
trangpodtion of “1 am lost in surprise” The locution, “He
had gone to the parsonage hating the girl, and despising his
on” describes, in my view, aword ess gate of mind rather
than trangposing inner gpeech, while “He would write his
son a once and implore him to stop the sdl€’ may conceiv-
ably, though not certainly, be indirect discourse for, “1 will
write my son a once and implore himto sop the sde.”

My clam, dear colleagues is that you and | may be
better able to undersand whet is diginctive about this
episode, what needs explaining, than even naive-born
British scholars in Victorian Sudies. Why? Because, |
hypothesize, the latter are more likely to take for granted
the socia and psychologica subtleties of whet is going on
in Archdeacon Grantly’s encounter with Grace Crawley.
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